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:H� FRPH� WRJHWKHU� DV� D� GLYHUVH� DQG� ZHOFRPLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\� WR� JORULI\�� SUDLVH�� DQG� JLYH� WKDQNV� WR�

*RG� LQ� &KULVW� -HVXV�� � ,QVSLUHG� E\� *RG¶V� :RUG� DQG� WKH�
(XFKDULVW��ZH�JR�IRUWK�WR�VHUYH�WKH�QHHGV�RI�RXU�SDULVK�DQG�WKH�
H[WHQGHG�FRPPXQLW\� 
 
 :H�DUH�FDOOHG�WKURXJK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� WR�VSUHDG�WKH�
*RVSHO�PHVVDJH�DQG�UHDFK�RXW�WR�WKH�SRRU�DQG�RSSUHVVHG��:H�
DUH� FRPPLWWHG� WR� NQRZ�� XQGHUVWDQG�� DQG� ORYH� HDFK� RWKHU� DV�
PHPEHUV�RI�&KULVW¶V�ERG\� 
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)RXU� RI� RXU� \RXQJ� SDULVKLRQHUV� DUH� FHOHEUDWLQJ� WKHLU� ILUVW�
FRPPXQLRQ� QH[W� 6XQGD\� RQ� 0RWKHU¶V� 'D\�� � 3OHDVH� FRPH�
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:HQGHOO� /RPD[�� WKH� EURWKHU� RI� 5HQDGH� )UHHPDQ� GLHG�
UHFHQWO\� DQG� ZLOO� EH� EXULHG� IURP� +RO\� 6SLULW� &KXUFK� RQ�
0RQGD\��0D\���WK���7KH�IXQHUDO�OLWXUJ\�ZLOO�EH�DW�������DP�
DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�IROORZHG�E\�LQWHUPHQW�DW�&DOYDU\�&HPHWHU\���
3OHDVH�UHPHPEHU�:HQGHOO�/RPD[�DQG�DOO�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�KLV�
IDPLO\�LQ�\RXU�SUD\HUV� 
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3OHDVH� QRWH� WKH� IO\HUV� RQ� WKH� EXOOHWLQ� ERDUG� DERXW� DQ� RSHQ�
KRXVH� RI� WKH�1DWLRQDO� &HOLDF�$VVRFLDWLRQ� IURP� ����� -� �����
SP�DW�WKH�&X\DKRJD�&RXQW\�2UDQJH�%UDQFK�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\� 
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\HDUV�RI�IDLWKIXO�VHUYLFH�DV�D�GHDFRQ�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\���<RX�
FDQ�REWDLQ�\RXU�WLFNHW�V��DIWHU�DQ\�0DVV� 
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+RXVH� LQ� 3DUPD� WKLV� ILUVW� ZHHNHQG� RI� -XQH�� � 0RUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�IURP�WKH�EURFKXUHV�LQ�FKXUFK� 
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ZLOO� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� ������0DVV� DQG� FRQIHU� WKH� VDFUDPHQW� RI�
FRQILUPDWLRQ� RQ� RXU� FDQGLGDWHV�� � %HFDXVH� 3HQWHFRVW� LV� RXU�
SDULVK�IHDVW�GD\��WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�0DVV�WKDW�GD\� 
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7KLV� LV� D�FDOO� IRU�DOO� DGXOW� DQG� WHHQ�YROXQWHHUV� WR�FRPH� WR� D�
PHHWLQJ� RQ� 7KXUVGD\� WKH� ��WK� WR� GLVFXVV� DQG� RXWOLQH� VRPH�
SODQV�IRU�9DFDWLRQ�%LEOH�6FKRRO�WKLV�VXPPHU� 
 
9%6� LV� SODQQHG� IRU� -XQH� ��WK� -� ��WK�� :HGQHVGD\� WR�
:HGQHVGD\��H[FOXGLQJ�WKH�ZHHNHQG���$QG�WKHQ�RQ�7KXUVGD\��
WKH� ��WK�� ZH¶UH� SODQQLQJ� DQ� DSSUHFLDWLRQ� IRU� WKH� WHHQ�
YROXQWHHUV� ZKR� DUH� VR� KHOSIXO� DQG� HVVHQWLDO� WR� WKH� HQWLUH�
H[SHULHQFH�IRU�RXU�\RXQJ�RQHV� 
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UHWUHDW�� LW� LV� WKH� UHWUHDW�PDQGDWHG� E\� FKXUFK� ODZ� WKDW� D�PDQ�
HQWHUV�EHIRUH�KH�FDQ�EH�RUGDLQHG� WR� WKH�SULHVWKRRG�� �+H�ZLOO�
VSHQG� WKRVH� GD\V� LQ� VROLWXGH� DQG� SUD\HU� DW� WKH� 9LOOD� 0DULD�
5HWUHDW�&HQWHU�� MXVW� HDVW� RI�<RXQJVWRZQ�� �)DWKHU�'DYLG�ZLOO�
OHDG�KLP�RQ�UHWUHDW�� �%URWKHU�$NROOD�ZLOO�EH�XQDYDLODEOH��EXW�
)DWKHU� 'DYLG� ZLOO� FRPPXWH� EHWZHHQ� <RXQJVWRZQ� DQG� RXU�
SDULVK�DV�QHFHVVDU\���3OHDVH�UHPHPEHU�%URWKHU�$NROOD�LQ�\RXU�
SUD\HUV�LQ�D�VSHFLDO�ZD\�WKLV�ZHHN� 
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-DPHV�:LOVRQ 0DULDQ�0DXOGLQ 0DUOHQH�/DQG 0DULD�+DQDQ 3DWULFLD�3RON 

&DUPHQ�:KDOH\ 'RQ�0LOOHU 'HQLVH�&XUU\ 'RURWK\�1HZPDQ 0DUOHQH�'H%URVVDUG 

(GLWK�5LFKDUGVRQ $OO\VVD�%UDQG-%H\ 7KHUHVD�7DOERWW )UHGHULFN�:KDWOH\ 7KHOPD�$UQROG 

+HOHQ�&ROOLHU 5HDYHU�-RQHV 0DUJDUHW�/XWRQ 'DQLHO�-HIIHUVRQ 0DWWLH�6PLWK 

'RURWK\�0LQRU 'HOOD�3RZHOO 6DQGUD�&XPPLQJV 6KDUP�6WDUNV 7\URQH��	�7HUU\�/HVWHU 

3K\OOLV�3DUWHH  5DPDQ�%HOLQVRQ 0DXUHHQ�%HOLQVRQ /LQGD�(��:LOOLDPV +RUDFH�5HHVH 

6DUD�'LFNVRQ 5XE\�)HWW -HVVH�6PLOH\ 'HORUHV��'HH��3RVH\ )UDQFHV�6KHOOHQEDUJHU 

.LDQD�3HDUVRQ 0LOGUHG�-DFNVRQ 0DU\�(YDQV 7DPP\�/DUNLQ -RQDWKDQ�7UD\ORU 

-HUU\�)UHHPDQ &DUULH�$DURQ -HVVH�	�-HVVLFD�&DUU /LOOLH�%DNHU 3DWULFLD�3HQGOHWRQ 

6U��0DU\�%HWK�'DO\��61' -XDQLWD�$GDPV 0D[LQH�)ULHQG   
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7KUHH�ZHHNV�DJR�LQ�KLV�6XQGD\�KRPLO\�)DWKHU�'DYLG�SURSRVHG�WKDW�
ZH�KDYH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�SDWULDUFK\�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK��
RXU� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� LW�� LWV� UHODWLRQVKLS� WR� WKH� FKLOG� VH[XDO� DEXVH�
FULVLV��DQG�VR�RQ� 
 
$�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�SDULVKLRQHUV�KDV�EHHQ�DVVHPEOHG�WR�PDNH�SODQV�
IRU� VXFK� D� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� � 1RWKLQJ� FRQFUHWH� LV� VHW� MXVW� \HW�� EXW� D�
JURXS�RI� IRXU� ODGLHV� IURP�RXU�SDULVK�KDYH� DJUHHG� WR�EH�SDUW� RI� D�
SODQQLQJ�WHDP�WR�PRYH�WKLV�HIIRUW�IRUZDUG��� 
 
3OHDVH� VWD\� WXQHG� DQG� SD\� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKLV� VSDFH� IRU� PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�ZHHNV� 



THE WIDE SPECTRUM OF MOTHERING 
The Wide Spectrum of Mothering 
By Amy Young  

To those who gave birth this year to their first child—we celebrate with you 

To those who lost a child this year–we mourn with you 

To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of 

food stain–we appreciate you 

To those who experienced loss through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or running 

away—we mourn with you 

To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, tears, 

and disappointment—we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things. 

We don’t mean to make this harder than it is 

To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms–we need you 

To those who have warm and close relationships with your children–we celebrate 

with you 

To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance with your children–we 

sit with you 

To those who lost their mothers this year–we grieve with you 

To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother–we acknowledge 

your experience 

To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of 

motherhood–we are better for having you in our midst 

To those who have aborted children–we remember them and you on this day 

To those who are single and long to be married and moth ering your own children–we 

mourn that life has not turned out the way you longed for it to be 

To those who stepparent–we walk with you on these complex paths 

To those who envisioned lavishing love on grandchildren, yet that dream is not to 

be–we grieve with you 

To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year–we grieve and rejoice 

with you 

To those who placed children up for adoption–we commend you for your selflessness 

and remember how you hold that child in your heart 

And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising–we 

anticipate with you 

This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for the faint of heart and we 

have real warriors in our midst. We remember you. 
Source: The Messy Middle: where grace and truth reside (blog) 
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